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To  the  Chairiiwn  and  Members  of  the  Blackrod 
District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  upon  tlie  health  ami  sanitary 
condition  of  your  district  for  the  year  Ihlo,  together  with  the  usual 
analyses  of  births,  deaths,  infectious  diseases,  etc.,  in  Ihildes  1 — 1\. 

Bihth-rate. — During  l!)l.u  there  have  been  registered  in  the 
district  t)6  births  (46  boys  and  50  girls).  This  gives  a birth-rate  of 
25.6  per  1,000  of  population.  The  average  nuiulier  of  births  for 
past  5 years  is  101. &!.  The  average  rate  is  25.75.  We,  therefore, 
have  quite  a good  nuniber  this  year. 

Death-rate. — We  liave  had  46  deaths  registered  in  tlie  disti  ict, 
giving  a death-rate  of  12.20  per  1,000  (d'  i>opulation.  Two  of  these 
are  non-i'esident,  and  therefore  belong  to  another  district,  but  we 
have  8 deaths  of  Blackrod  residents  whieli  have  occurred  outside, 
making  our  real  number  52,  and  the  death-i  ate  16.0.  This  is  rather 
higher  than  last  year,  wliich  was  11.05.  The  average  nuniber  (d' 
deaths  for  the  past  5 years  is  52.2,  and  average  rate  is  16.66. 

There  are  12  deaths  under  1 vear  of  age,  out  of  06  births,  givin" 
a rate  of  125  per  1,000  births.  This  is  a slight  increase  on  last 
year’s  number,  which  was  11 1.1,  10  deaths  out  of  00  births.  We  have 
11  deaths  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5,  6 between  5 and  15,  2 between 
15  and  25,  6 between  25  and  45,  and  18  over  45  years  of  age. 
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Zviiiotic  Diseases. 


Tlie  causes  of  deatli  are  talnilated  as  follows:  — 

/ Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

I Diairhcea  il’  Enteritis 
Plithisis 

Other  d’uberculous  Disease 
Pronchitis 


N o n - T u be rcu  1 0 u s 
Disease  of  Lungs 


Pneumonia 
Whooping  Cough 
Cancer 

Rheumatic  Fever 


Meningitis 

Organic  Heai't  Disease 
Nephritis 

Congenital  Debility 
Violent  Deaths 
Other  Defined  Diseases 


2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

3 
11 

1 

1 

1 

4 
3 


2 

f) 

2 

9 


Total  ...  52 

Zymotic  DEATH-nAxii. — This  yeai’  there  are  7 deaths  from 
Zymotic  Disease,  viz. : Scai  let  Fever  2,  Diphtheria  1,  and  Enteritis  4. 
This  gives  a rate  of  1.7S,  which  is  a great  increase  on  bust  vear,  when' 
we  had  onlj'^  2 cases,  giving  a rate  of  .49. 

Infant  IMgirrAi.iTY. — Me  have  had  12  ileaths  of  infants  under 
1 year  of  age,  out  of  96  bii'ths,  giving  a rate  of  125  per  1,000  of 
births. 

Causjss  of  Infants’  Deaths:  — 

.Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ..  1 

Diarrhaai  ...  ...  ...  2 

Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  2 

Debility  . , ..  4 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  1 


Total 


12 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Disease. — Durin^j:  the  year  fio 
cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified,  viz.:  — 


Diphtheria  ...  ‘d 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  f 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ..  do 

Enteric  Fever  ..  ...  'J 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  1 

Ferebro-Spinal  Meninu'itis  ...  . 1 

Pulmonary  'rul)ercnlosis  ...  ..  (i 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  ..  -1 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ()5 


B This  number  is  very  liigh,  more  than  twice  last  year's,  which 

• was  30.  There  was  an  epidemic  of  Seal  let  Fever  in  an  adjoinim;' 
» district,  which  afte:  wards  sj)read  to  ours,  and  towards  the  end  of  Ihc 
f year  the  hospital  was  mostly  closed,  beinu  loo  full  to  admit  jinv 
J patient.  This,  of  course,  made  isloation  difficult,  and  many  cases 
^ occurred  in  houses  which  mio'ht  have  been  pi'evented  if  the  Imspilal 
■ had  not  been  full.  The  epidemic  seemed  to  slait  here  in  October, 
five  cases  occurring  that  month,  17  in  Novembei',  and  10  in  Decembei', 
making  32  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  tliree  months  out  of  -1.1  dur- 
ing the  whole  year.  These  stai-ted  hei'e  just  when  the  ejjidemic  was 
' at  its  height  in  Ilorwich  and  Westhougliton,  and  the  hospital  was 
quite  full.  I did  not  then  close  the  schools,  because,  since  the  cases 
were  being  treated  at  home  and  isolation  was  almost  impo.ssible,  1 
^ believed  that  the  advantage  was  questionable.  27  cases  of  Scailet 
( Fever  were  treated  in  hospital  during  the  year,  and  two  cases  of 
‘ Typhoid. 
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In  1906  there  were  17  cases  of  infectious  disease. 


„ 1907 

9 9 

28 

„ 1908 

9 9 

12 

,,  1909 

9 

38 

,,  1910 

9 9 

24 

„ 1911 

9 9 

16 

J 5 

> 9 

9 9 

9 9 


99 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 
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!■  191 ’2  Umre  were  40  cases  of  infectious  disease. 


) ) 


1913 

1914 


1915 


48 

30 

65 


J 5 


> f 

91 


Average  fur  last  10  years,  31.8. 


Sanitaut  Condition  of  Distdict. — This  is  faiidy  satisfactory, 
and  genei'ally  in  accordance  with  existing  hve-laws.  Tlie  only  new 
j)i-operty  erected  during  the  yeai-  was  the  new  llidgway  Anns  Hotel. 
Extensive  alterations  have  been  made  to  various  ))roperties,  viz.:  — 
Tlie  Jllack  Hoi  se  Hotel,  and  Andertun  House.  The  Cock  Tavern  and 
the  Oddfellows'  Anns  were  made  into  cottages.  29  water  closets  have 
been  installed,  hut  conversions  have  not  been  pressed  owing  to  a 
scarcity  of  water. 

The  conveniences  in  the  townshii)  now  are  375  privies,  356  hush 
water  closets,  38  waste  water  closets,  23  pails,  265  middens,  1(1  dry 
pits,  24  wood  bins,  and  336  metal  bins. 

Twenty-four  notices  have  been  served  during  the  year:  — 


Dangerous  Buildings  ...  ...  4 

Stopped  W.C’s  ...  ...  . 3 

Unsatisfactory  Closets  ...  ...  7 

Unsatisfactory  Shippons  ...  ...  10 


There  are  now  862  houses  in  the  township. 

There  have  been  58  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Acts. 
Under  existing  condilions  few  notices  have  been  sent  out  re*tardin<'' 


defects.  They  ai’e  as  follows:  — 

Insufticient  Ventilation  ...  ...  1 

Defective  Roof  ...  ...  1 

Ceneral  Defects  ...  ...  , , , 29 

Dampness  ...  ...  2 


One  house  was  closed  as  untit  for  habitation. 
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luiproveincnts  in  the  piiviiif;  of  hackynrds  have  taken  place,  and 
owners  of  other  properties  have  piircliased  setts,  with  tlie  inteittiiiii 
of  carrvino-  nut  the  woi-k  durin>;-  the  current  year.  Notable  iinjimve- 
ments  have  been  carrieil  mit  at  1,  .'5,  and  o.  Little  Scotland,  where 
back  doors  have  been  pul  and  separate  yards  made.  Hack  doors 
have  also  been  jmt  at  'J,  4,  and  (i,  I'kdds,  and  nreatly  inproved  sani- 
tary arranirenients  made.  Several  other  blncks  are  e.xpected  to  be 
in  tiie  contractors’  hands  shortly.  'I’hese  include  several  back-to- 
back  houses. 

iNfcsi’ECTiON  OF  WoliKsiioi'S. — Collieries  4,  Hleachworks  4, 
Weaving  Sheds  4,  and  otliei’  .<niall  workshojis  11.  Total  23. 

Smoke  Observations  have  been  taken  on  HI  occasions,  and  there 
was  no  need  to  complain. 

ScAVENGiNt;  IIktuhns. — l,.3Sd  ashpits  ;ind  13,746  bins  have  been 
emptied  during  the  year. 

The  Sewage  Etfluent  still  continues  to  be  satisfact(jry. 

Wateu  Supi’i.v. — This  is  e.xcellent  in  cliaracter,  and  has  been 
sufficient  for  our  needs.  The  plan  for  the  construction  td'  a new 
reservoir  which  was  being  consi<leretl  last  year  has,  of  course,  been 
abandoned  for  the  present. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — During  the  year  cowsheds  at  the 
following  farms  have  received  attention,  viz.:  Ackers’,  Longwortli’s, 
Lee  Fold,  Hightield,  and  Crowshaw.  Promises  have  been  made  by 
owners  of  other  farms,  whicli  we  hope  will  be  carried  out  during 
the  summer. 

Bakehouses  and  Seaughter  Houses.— We  have  no  public  bake- 
houses or  slaughter  houses,  but  the  private  ones  are  regularly  in- 
spected, and  are  satisfactory. 

The  Workshops  are  all  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Lodging  Houses  and  Ounoxious  I’r.ades. — Tliere  are  no 
ordinary  lodging  hou.se.s  in  the  district,  and  no  obno.xions  trades  are 
carried  on. 
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Food  Supply. — Satisfactory  tliroughoiit  the  year. 

Gunkkal  IIl.m.tii. — -'riie  genera]  licalth  has  not  been  as  good  as 
usual.  There  lias  l)een  a good  deal  of  infectious  disease  throughout 
the  year,  especially  in  the  last  cpiartei',  iis  1 have  before  mentioned, 
when  we  had  a Scarlet  Fever  epidemic.  There  was  also  a slight 
epidemic  of  Measles,  which,  fortunately,  did  not  last  long.  Influenza 
has  been  prevalent  during  the  yeai-,  but,  in  spite  of  all  this  the 
death-)  ate  only  equals  the  average  for  the  past  years. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  W.  UNSWORTH,  M.O.H. 


( 


BLACKROD  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 
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Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water)  2,388. 

Total  of  population  at  all  ages,  3,741  (since  war.)  Total  families  or  separate  occupiers,  858. 

(At  Cen.-us,  1911). 
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Tabi.k  II.  — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notikikh  duhing 

iiiE  Year  1915. 

.•.l.A'  KUOD  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


No.  of  Casf-s  Notified. 


1 

1 

1 

1 

Nntifiahle  Di.sease. 

At 

all 

Ages 

Under  1 

1 to  5. 

U Ag 

iC 

c 

ic 

es — 1 

o 

c 

fears. 

(M 

o 

65  upwards. 

Total  Cases  remove 

to  Ho.spital. 

Diphtlieria 

2 

1 

1 

. . . 

Erysipelas 

4 

... 

2 

2 

Scarlet  fever 

45 

1 

12 

22 

4 

6 

27 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

2 

. . 

1 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

. . 

1 

1 

Cerebo-spinal  Meningitis 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

6 

3 

3 

Other  forms  of  ,, 

4 

... 

1 

3 

... 

Totals 

65 

1 

14 

27 

9 

12 

2 

29 

Isolation  Hospital  (Joint),  Fall  Birch,  Horwich. 
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Taiu.e  in. — Causes  ok,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  tear  1915. 
FOR  THE  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Deaths  in  or  lielonj'ing  to  whole 
ilistrict  at  suhjoined  ages. 


Causes  of  Death.  | 

1 

1 

s.)hv 

IIV 

1 

a ^ ; 
'X  ^ ' 

3 j 

1 and 
under  2 

2 and 
under  5 

5 and 
under  15 

lO 

c;  53 
O X 

7 

»c  ^ 

_ol 

O 

X 

9 

. 7. 

a 7Z 

•o  — 

10 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 I 

...  1 

1 

2 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

1 

1 

Phthisis  (Pul.  Tuber. ) 

1 

1 

Other  Tuber.  1 )iseases 
Cancer,  malignant 

1 

1 

disease 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Meningitis 

4 

1 

... 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

3 

1 

. . 

Bronchitis 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

11 

] 

3 

2 

2 

Diarrhoea  & Enteritis 
Nephritis  A Bright’s 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Disease 

Congenital  Debility 
and  Malformation, 
including  Prema- 

2 

ture  Birth 

Violent  Deaths,  ex- 

6 

6 

1 

1 

eluding  suicides. . 

2 

... 

... 

1 

Other  Defined  Disea’s 

9 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Totals 

52 

12 

4 

7 

3 

2 

6 

6 

12 

Sub-Entries — Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  (5  and  under  15  yea.is)  1. 
Deaths — Certilied,  52  ; Uncertified,  0. 


Tabie  IV.  INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1915. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

BLACKROD  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


10 


ano  .lapiin 

^ ^ Cl  — < <N  ^ 

«'lT'‘Oin?;i-6 

o'l  : 

: : : : 

Cl 

squiom  0-9 

i-H  ! ! I I * 

- 

sqpiom  g-g 

— 

Sl[^UOlU 

CO  ; 

: 

CO 

•sqaaAv  p 
.lapun  ic'tojL 

iC  ; 

: : : ‘M  CO 

10) 

sqaaAV 

(M  : 

Cl  • 

1 

qaaA\ 

1 

CO  : 

: : : <M  r-H  ; 

CO 

Cause  of  Death. 

All  Causes: — 

Certified 

Uncertified 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 
Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

Premature  Birth  ... 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 
( )ther  Causes 

Totals  

Nett  Births  in  the  year,  legitimate,  93  ; illegitimate,  3. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  yeai  of  legitimate  infants,  12  ; illegitimate  infants. 
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Ay  N UAL  RE  POET  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1915, 

FOR  THE  URBAy  DISTRICT  OF  BLAi'KROD. 
Factories,  Workshops,  LAUNnians,  Wupkpi.aces,  an'd  IIomkwduk. 

1._INSFKCTI()^. 

Inrlui/iii'/  hi:<prr/ ioni<  iiia/lp  hy  Sanitary  Inrpei'iorr  or  Inrpecforr  o! 

yiiisanrer. 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

Factories  (including  Faetorv  Laundrie.s)  ... 

s 

AVorksliops  (including  Woi  kshoii  Laundries) 
Workplaces  (Othei'  than  Outworkers’ 

1 1 

premises  included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report 

4 

Total 

23 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUNU.— None. 


3._HuMP:  work.— None. 


4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS 

Number. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year 

Huyton  Bleach  works 

Woods’  and  Son’s  Colliery 

1 

1 

Blackrod  Weaving  Shed  ... 

1 

Arley  Brick  Co. 

1 

Cloggers 

2 

Shoemakers  ... 

1 

Blacksmiths  ... 

1 

Total  numbei'  of  woik.shops  on  Register 

8 

5.— OTHER  MATTERS.  —None. 


